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McKissack Professional Development School to Host USDA Civil Rights 
Representatives for Official Groundbreaking of McKissack Community School 

Garden Project 
 

Community School Garden Project Groundbreaking 
 

Nashville, Tennessee - June 17, 2015:  On June 19, 2015, Representatives from the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) will make their 

way to Nashville, TN to join McKissack Professional Development School along with a host of other local, state 
and federal officials and representatives for the groundbreaking of their new community school garden project. 
This collaboration with inner city schools and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights within 

the USDA is proving to be a successful one. With McKissack being the 6th school to adopt the School Garden 
project, sponsors of the project hope by the end of this fiscal year to have projects going in 10 states and 13 cities. 

The School Community Garden project will give the children a working knowledge of a soil to spoon example, 
raising food from seed to the plate. It will also serve as an outdoor classroom, where lessons of all kinds can be 
taught from a true garden experience. The project will serve to foster a mentor relationship between local college 
students at nearby Tennessee State University, as students from the University will work one on one with the 
middle school students as they tend their garden. Students will be able to taste and share with the community the 
benefits of their labor, and hopefully it will spark a new found love for agriculture and shed new light on where our 
food comes from. 

Representatives for the ribbon cutting and ground breaking ceremony include: the principal of McKissack 
Professional Development School; Mr. Darren Kennedy, Ashlee Davis - Special Assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights with the USDA, and Trevor Hunt - NRCS District Conservationist, Davidson County. 
The ceremony will be begin at 9:00a.m. at McKissack Professional Development School, 915 38th Avenue North, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37209. 

For More Information Please Contact: 
Trevor Hunt- NRCS District Conservationist, 
(615) 452-3838 ext. 3 
trevor.hunt@tn.usda.gov 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Helping People Help the Land 
 
 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 


	Nashville, Tennessee  37203 • Phone: (615) 686-8313 • Web: http://www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov
	Contact: Carter Harris, Media Contact, carter.harris@tn.usda.gov

